Our Staff

The CPS staff is comprised of licensed psychologists and counselors.  Licensed by National and State agencies, CPS professionals are schooled in the fields of counseling and psychology from accredited training programs and have a special interest/expertise in college student development.

CPS also hosts advanced graduate students earning their Master’s and Doctoral degrees who are practicing under the supervision of licensed staff members.

If you aren’t comfortable with your counselor for any reason, please address this directly with her/him.  Sometimes it’s helpful for counselors to know if there are problems in the counseling relationship so they can try to make adjustments to help you feel more comfortable.  Other times, it may not feel like a good match.  Regardless, bringing it up with your counselor will assure that you get the services you need, and if a reassignment is necessary your current counselor can help facilitate this.

Our staff is listed below with a summary of their areas of interests or specialized training.  All of our professionals have broad-based, general therapy skills and training, so even if a certain topic or problem isn’t listed they can still work with your concern.  

If you see someone you think you’d like to work with in counseling, feel free to make a request.  However, please be aware that scheduling difficulties may make it difficult to honor all requests, and you may be assigned to another counselor in order to provide you with the fastest and most appropriate services possible.
SENIOR STAFF

Dr. Betsy Asserson
Licensed Psychologist & Practicum Coordinator
Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from the University of Pittsburgh, 2002 

Betsy is a licensed psychologist and the CPS practicum coordinator.  She is a 
generalist who works with a variety concerns.  Her areas of interest include 
depression, relationship issues, sexual assault, trauma, and Dialectical Behavior 
Therapy.  Betsy also enjoys group work and leads the Coping Skills group at the 
counseling center.  

Laura Bailey, M.S.
M.S. in Mental Health Counseling, Montana State University, 2004

Areas of interest: depression, anxiety, women’s development, relationship 
concerns, and LGBTQ issues.  Laura works with students to help them identify 
their personal strengths and utilize them to create more balance in their routine, 
meaningful relationships, and a better understanding of themselves
Dr. Cheryl Blank  
Licensed Psychologist & Assistant Director of Training
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from Washington State University, 1988
M.N. in Nursing from University of Washington, 1979

Areas of interest include helping students with depression & anxiety, grief and 
loss, stress management & biofeedback, trauma, women’s development, and 
dreamwork.  Cheryl helps students focus on emotions and relationships to help 
them gain a deeper awareness of their relationships and experience of themselves.
Dr. John Christopher
Licensed Psychologist
Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from the University of Texas, Austin, 1992              M.Ed. in Counseling Psychology Harvard University, 1987

John provides counseling with CPS in addition to being a 
professor of 
Counseling Psychology in HHD.  He is a specialist in cultural psychology, 
multicultural counseling, and health psychology. He has worked for a number of 
years to integrate mindfulness practices into psychotherapy and currently leads 
MBSR groups and teaches self-care. John is a generalist in working with clients 
and has an interpersonal orientation. 
Dr. Penny Dahlen

Licensed Professional Counselor

Ed.D. in Counselor Education and Supervision from Idaho State University, 1994

M.Ed. in Counseling from Colorado State University, 1989

Penny is a licensed counselor and the program leader for the Master’s of Science 
Mental Health Counseling Program at MSU.  Her interests include trauma, 
spirituality and women’s development. 
Dr. Patrick M. Donahoe
Licensed Professional Counselor and CPS Director
Ed.D. in Counseling, University of Idaho, 1977 




     M.A. in Adult & Higher Education, University of Nebraska, 1974
M.S. in Counseling, Creighton University, 1972

Dr. Brian Kassar
Licensed Psychologist & Outreach Coordinator
Psy.D. in Clinical Psychology from the Illinois School of Professional Psychology, 2000 M.A. in Clinical Psychology from the Illinois School of Professional Psychology, 1998
Areas of interest: depression, anxiety, family issues, substance use, 
academic/learning difficulties, sexual/relationship concerns, trauma, and 
identity, gender and multicultural issues.  Brian’s specialty areas include men’s 
development, counseling male students, and working with men who have 
experienced physical or sexual abuse.  Brian works collaboratively with students 
by setting counseling goals and helping them gain insight by exploring 
relationships, patterns, behaviors and learning new strategies.  He enjoys leading 
the Men’s Group, providing seminars, and working 
with the MSU 
VOICE Center 
in violence prevention efforts.
Dr. Joan Miles 
Licensed Professional Counselor
Ed.D. in Counseling from the University of Northern Colorado, 1969                          M.A. in Counseling from the University of Northern Colorado, 1967

Joan is a licensed counselor providing individual and couples therapy.  Joan 
works with issues related to all areas of personal growth, emotional concerns, and 
academic difficulties.  Her special area of interest and expertise is the use of 
imagery techniques to promote insights and self healing that support the constant 
challenges of life changes.
Rick Winking, M.Ed. Substance Abuse Counselor
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor & Substance Abuse Counselor
M.Ed. in Mental Health Counseling from Montana State University, 1994

Rick is a licensed counselor and Director of MSU's Alcohol and Drug Assistance 
Center.  Although Rick is a generalist who is able to work with students in most 
areas of concern, his main focus is alcohol and other drug-related problems, 
including addiction's impact on relationships.
INTERNS

Tasmyn Bowes, M.A.
Pre-Doctoral Intern

M.A. in Clinical Psychology from Argosy University, 2005


Tasmyn is a doctoral candidate completing her internship at CPS.  Her interests 
include anxiety, sexual orientation and gender identity, multicultural and 
international issues, grief and loss, spirituality, dreamwork, and the relationship 
between the environment and overall well-being.  
Brandi Fischer, M.S.

Post-Master’s Intern

M.S. in Mental Health Counseling, Montana State University, 2006

Brandi recently graduated from MSU with her Master’s in Mental 
Health Counseling and is currently a post-masters intern at Counseling and 
Psychological Services. Brandi's areas of interest include depression, anxiety, 
relationship and family issues, and test anxiety. She also has some experience 
with guided imagery and relaxation techniques.
Tim Herzog, M.S.

M.S. in Clinical Psychology from Loyola College in Maryland, 2003 

M.Ed. in Counseling Psychology with specialization in Sport Psychology, Boston University, 2000


Tim is a pre-doctoral intern from the Psy.D. program at Loyola College in 
Maryland.  Areas of interest are:  peak performance, trauma, anxiety, depression, 
biofeedback, acceptance, grief and loss, relationship issues.  Tim tends to 
collaborate with students on making change happen through a better 
understanding of thoughts, behaviors, physiology, emotions, and interpersonal 
patterns.

Molly Hollingsworth, M.Ed.
Post-Masters Intern
Master's of Education in School Counseling, Montana State University, 2006

Molly works with students facing a variety of concerns. She is interested in 
helping individuals gain a deeper understanding of themselves by exploring their 

experiences.  Molly will be co-leading the Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction 
group this year, and she enjoys integrating concepts of mindfulness into 
individual counseling when appropriate.
Katherine Isaacson

Pre-Master’s Intern

Katherine is currently a 2nd year graduate student in the counseling program at 
MSU and is scheduled to graduate in May 2007. Her areas of interest include 
women’s development, grief and loss, identity development, anger and disruptive
behavior, and Veterans' concerns. She holds a special interest in therapeutic 
assessment and wilderness therapy, and hopes to further her education in clinical 
psychology after graduating. 

 

Sarah Leavitt
Pre-Master’s Intern

Sarah is a Pre-Master’s intern who is interested in relationship issues, adjustment 
and identity issues, and eating disorders.  She is also interested in mind-body 
work, particularly how physical health and mental health are intertwined. She 
enjoys 
working with a variety of students and helping them in their college 
experience. 
Radhika Sehgal, M.S.
Pre-Doctoral Intern
M.S. in Counseling, Arcadia University


Radhika is completing her doctorate in Clinical Psychology from Eastern 
Michigan University.  She is a generalist who enjoys working with individuals 
from diverse cultures and backgrounds. Her interests include multicultural issues 
and international student concerns, self-care, coping skills, anxiety, and 
depression. She will co-facilitates the Coping Skills group at the counseling 
center.
Rob Terwilliger

Pre-Master’s Intern

Rob is a Master's Intern and is currently a second year graduate student in the 
Mental Health Counseling Program at MSU. His areas of interest include 
depression, anxiety, interpersonal issues, and life transitions. He is particularly 
interested in the effects of society and culture on mental health and emotional 
development as well as men's development.
OFFICE STAFF

Tammy Haas

Tammy joined the CPS staff about 2 years ago and serves as the Office Manager.  
She helps students schedule their counseling appointments and on-going sessions.  
She enjoys worked with the CPS staff and MSU students.  In her free time her 
passion is embroidery.  

Gail Slingsby 

This is Gail’s second year at CPS, where she greets students, answers the phone 
and schedules appointments.  She’s lived in Bozeman for over 25 years and 
enjoys nature walks, camping, visiting the ocean, scrap-booking and time with her 
husband and three children.  She loves the staff at CPS and enjoys her interactions 
with students.

