
Jackee McDonald, Advisor, Pre-University Studies

Paige Wyatt, Advisor, University Studies



• Learn about Pre-University Studies

• Advising Hours and Location

• Create a list of courses for registration



Program Overview



• Recommendations/Requirements for Pre-US Students:

• Recommended to limit credits to 14 in first semester

• Can move out of Pre-US once you have successfully completed

7 MSU credits (not including Gallatin College credits)

• Team of Advisors and Educators:

• Personalized one-on-one advising

• Cohort model for course schedule

• Support to help you succeed

• Courses in 1st Semester:

• University Seminar (US) and/or Writing based on placement level

• Learning Strategies (COLS classes)

• Core, Math, or Major Interest Classes



University Studies/Academic Advising Center
130 Gaines Hall

• Open Monday-Friday from 8am-5pm

• Drop-in / Call-in for quick questions

• Appointments for longer conversations

• (406) 994-3532

• Jacqueline.mcdonald@montana.edu

mailto:Jacqueline.mcdonald@montana.edu


• GO TO CLASS!

• Reach out if you are struggling. Talk to your instructor and/or 
Jackee. We're here to help!

• Use academic help centers (Math/Stat, Writing, etc.) and seek out 
one-on-one tutoring if necessary.

• Connect with Disability Services if you had an IEP or 504 plan in high 
school. This will allow you to get accommodations in place before 
the start of the semester.



Let’s get started!











• Refer to RAWR form for your writing placement

• WRIT 080 Building Basic Writing Skills (4 
cr.)

• WRIT 001/101W College Writing I with 
corequisite instruction and support (5 cr.)

• WRIT 101W College Writing I (3 credits)



• Your Writing placement dictates which learning strategies 
(COLS) class you will take and if you will for certain take 
writing in the fall semester:

• WRIT 080 Placement –

• WRIT 080 (4 credits) and COLS 100 (3 credits)

• WRIT 001/101W Placement -
• WRIT 001/101W (5 credits) and COLS 103 (1 

credit)

• WRIT 101W Placement –
• COLS 101US (3 credits) and COLS 103 (1 credit). 

Writing is optional in fall at this level. 
• Pre-Nursing students are an exception to this! 

If you are placed at WRIT 101W, you will not take 
COLS 101US. You will take COLS 103 
and COMX 111US Intro to Public 
Speaking (required for nursing) either this 
semester or next.



• PSYX 100IS Introduction to Psychology

OR

• GH 100IH Introduction to World Cultures



Math 
Placement



Math 
Placement

Notes

• Level 100 STEM/Business/Health – it is 
recommended that you wait until spring semester 
to take M 063/090

• Level 100-300 Art/Humanities - you must wait 
until spring semester to take M 005/105Q or M 
105Q

• Zero-level courses do NOT count towards 
total credits needed to earn your degree

• You can work through Ed Ready Study Path to 
attempt to level up in math



WRIT 
101W

CORE
MAJOR 

INTEREST



• Orientation Leader answers general questions & helps with course 
recommendations

• Advisors will work one-on-one with you. Please be patient ☺

• Take a picture of your Advising Worksheet AFTER Advisor signs it

• Registration happens tomorrow! 
• Bring your RAWR & photo of your Advising Worksheet

• Jackee will pre-register you for most classes, but you will register 
yourself for your “choice” course(s). 
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