Banded Argiope Spider

Scientific Name: Argiope trifasciata

Banded argiope spiders represent some of the largest orb-weaving spiders
that we have in Montana. With their conspicuous coloration and size, they
are noteworthy spiders in meadows and fields in late summer. Along with
other spiders in the genus Argiope, they are known as garden spiders.

Description: The females are large spiders (can reach up to 25 mm). Their
abdomen (2nd segment) is striped with silver, white, and yellow. Males are
about 1/4 of the size of females (reaching up to 6 mm).

Behavior: They tend to be in meadows with high grasses and like to make
webs on goldenrod. They prefer drier habitats compared to some closely
related species. Their webs are large and spiral shaped. The web also has a
zig-zag decoration in its center called a stabilimentum that extends above
and below the center, which serves as a possible camouflage or to attract e
prey (its function is not entirely understood). The females tend to hangin  Figure 1. Female banded argiope spider, Argiope
the middle of the web during the day. trifasciata. Photo by L. Kerzicnik.

They feed on a variety of prey that they capture in their webs. They tend to feed on
several grasshoppers when they are present in the surrounding meadows.

Life cycle: Argiope spiders live less than a year. The females mature in late summer/early
fall. The female dies after making an egg sac. The egg cocoon is brown and papery and
sphere-like in appearance. Each sphere contains 400 to 1000 yellow eggs. Very young
spiders overwinter in the egg cocoon and emerge in April or May.
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Figure 2. Female banded
argiope spider, Argiope
trifasciata creating an egg sac.
Photo by L. Kerzicnik.
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